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11th November 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As you will know, Ofsted recently visited Daubeney Primary School to carry out an anticipated 
inspection on 1-2 October 2019. The school has been graded ‘Requires improvement’ overall but 
still received ‘Good’ in three of the five categories; behaviour and attitudes, personal development 
and early years provision. Under the new Ofsted framework we fell below this standard in the new 
category, meaning the leadership and management grading was automatically reduced too.  
 
We are obviously disappointed with the overall result, especially considering the positive report we 
received last year, but feel encouraged that the inspectors identified staff’s excellent work that 
ensures pupils feel safe, enjoy school and show great enthusiasm for learning.  
 
After this year’s Key Stage 2 results fell below the high standards we set ourselves, we have been 
working with Hackney Learning Trust since the summer to adopt a series of robust and forward-
looking measures that will enhance pupils’ attainment in school, specifically targeting 
improvements in their reading. We firmly believe these changes will elevate learning across the 
curriculum to the same high standards that inspectors noted we provide in mathematics. 
 
As part of this process we completed a full review of our delivery of the National Curriculum, and 
have adjusted our approach to bring our teaching methods in line with the new framework so 
pupils’ long-term learning is enhanced. Unfortunately, with the inspection coming so early in the 
new academic year, most of these changes were in their infancy and not embedded fully when the 
inspectors visited.  
 
We believe that Daubeney is a vibrant and dynamic school, where every pupil can enjoy the best 
start to their educational journey. Inspectors commended our transition arrangements, highlighting 
that they help pupils to settle very quickly, and emphasised the quality of our early years provision.  
 
It is clear that pupils hit the ground running at Daubeney, and we are confident that this culture, 
coupled with the curriculum changes we have introduced, will allow everyone to flourish 
academically in the same way that they do personally, socially and emotionally at our school.  
 
Please be assured that the staff and governors are working tirelessly to ensure your child(ren) 
receives the rounded education they deserve. The goals set by the inspectors are achievable and 
we are confident that by the next inspection, which will be held within the next 30 months, Ofsted 
will be impressed by the improvements we have made and the outcomes achieved.  
 
We believe it is important that you understand the improvements we are introducing. We would 
like to invite you into school on November 19th at 6pm when we will share our plans in more detail. 
If you have any questions about Ofsted’s findings or our action plan, then please do submit these 
to Mr. Logan by November 17th via admin@daubeney.hackney.sch.uk, and we will answer these 
at the event.  A full copy of the report can be found on our website. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 



 

2 

 

 

 

 

           
 

 
Mrs J Thomas      Marisa Childs    
Executive Head     Chair of Daubeney Local School Committee 
Daubeney Sebright & Lauriston Federation 
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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

The quality of education Requires improvement 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Requires improvement 

Early years provision Good 

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection 

Good 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils enjoy their time at school and feel safe. They get on well with adults and are 
polite towards visitors. Pupils are enthusiastic to learn. They told us that they keep 
going even if they find things difficult. Pupils value the care and support they 
receive, particularly around their mental health. They said that they can share their 
worries with adults in the school. 
 
Pupils behave well. Those who have additional behavioural needs are well 
supported, including those within the nurture provision. Pupils told us that very little 
bullying happens at school. Most of those we spoke to said that adults are good at 
dealing with bullying. However, some pupils, parents and carers are less convinced 
and think that staff could respond more swiftly. 
 
Pupils have fun and play well together. They like the many clubs and activities 
available after school. 
 
Pupils are proud of their charity work. They told us about their fundraising for breast 
cancer charities. They shared their views in a mature manner and were excited 
about wearing their own clothes for ‘pink day’. 
 
In the early years, children are given a good start. However, as pupils move through 
the school, they do not gain the knowledge they need in subjects such as science, 
geography and history. This is because the curriculum is not as well planned as it 
should be. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The quality of education provided requires improvement. Pupils do not achieve as 
well as they should. This is because work in different subjects is not planned and 
taught well enough. 
 
An above-average proportion of pupils meet the expected standard in the Year 1 
phonics screening check. However, pupils who struggle to read well do not get the 
right support. They are not helped to catch up quickly enough. Pupils read books 
chosen from ‘banded boxes’ that often do not match the sounds they know. 
Consequently, this hampers the development of their reading skills. Leaders have 
not identified this, so have not addressed this problem.  
 
The teaching of mathematics is stronger. The mathematics programme is well 
structured. Teachers use this to plan lessons that build on pupils’ knowledge. Pupils 
use this knowledge in solving problems but are not so secure in applying their 
reasoning skills. 
 
In subjects such as science, history and geography, the curriculum is not clearly 
structured. Teachers’ knowledge in these areas is not as strong as in mathematics. 
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In these subjects, pupils do not learn and remember enough. Pupils are unclear 
about what they have learned. For example, although pupils learned mapping skills 
in Year 3, they were unable to use coordinates to find South American countries on 
a map in Year 4.  
 
The teaching of music, physical education (PE) and personal, social and health 
education (PSHE) is better. Sequences of lessons are well planned, and teachers’ 
subject knowledge is sound.  
 
Leaders understand the needs of pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. The support given to these pupils helps them to make some progress 
but it is not enough. Teachers and teaching assistants do not have high enough 
expectations of what they can do. Teaching does not always meet their needs 
sufficiently. 
 
Pupils learn about the importance of being healthy and eating well. They show a 
good understanding of respect and tolerance. They said that ‘It is OK to be 
different.’ Pupils demonstrate an understanding of democracy and relate this to 
voting for the school council.  
 
Children get off to a good start in the early years. Children achieve a good level of 
development, in line with the national average. They settle quickly due to strong 
transition arrangements and routines. Leaders show good knowledge of early years 
education and staff are well trained. Through good teaching and a focus on 
communication and language, children achieve well. Children are taught to read 
from the start in the early years. They develop their phonics knowledge at an 
appropriate rate. However, again, for those children who struggle to read, books are 
not well matched to their needs.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders and governors make sure that all checks on new staff are carried out before 
they start work in the school. They understand the risks pupils may face. All staff 
receive up-to-date training in safeguarding. They understand the signs to look out 
for and how to share concerns to keep pupils safe from harm. Staff work closely 
with external agencies to support pupils and their families when necessary. Pupils 
know how to keep themselves safe, including when online.  

 
What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ The curriculum is not consistently well structured and sequenced. The ambitions 

of the national curriculum are not covered in all subjects. Programmes of learning 
are strong in mathematics, PE, music and PSHE. Leaders need to ensure that 
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other subjects are similarly well planned and sequenced. Teachers should be 
provided with better plans and specialist subject knowledge, particularly in 
science, geography and history.  

◼ Some pupils’ reading skills are not as strong as they could be. The books that 
pupils read in school and at home are not well matched to their needs. Pupils are 
not supported or challenged sufficiently to develop their reading. Leaders need to 
ensure that the books pupils read are better matched to their reading ability. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 100223 

Local authority Hackney 

Inspection number 10088765 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 597 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Laurence Kavanagh 

Headteacher 
 

Janice Thomas (executive headteacher) 
Gregory Logan (head of school) 

Website www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection  26 June 2018 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ In September 2018, Daubeney Primary School became part of a federation with 

Lauriston and Sebright Primary Schools. The executive headteacher oversees the 
work of all three schools. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
◼ We visited lessons in all year groups, usually with a senior leader. 

◼ We met with the executive headteacher, the head of school, senior and subject 
leaders, class teachers, governors, including the chair of governors, and a 
representative from the local authority.  

◼ We observed and listened to several groups of pupils read to a member of the 
school staff. 

◼ We looked at pupils’ work in a range of subjects to see how well the curriculum is 
implemented. We spoke with them about their experiences and learning at 

http://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/
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school. On the first day of the inspection, we focused on reading, mathematics, 
science, geography and history. On the second day, we looked at music and PE. 

◼ We observed and talked to pupils at lunchtime and playtime. 

◼ We considered a range of documents, including curriculum documents, minutes of 
governors’ meetings, school policies and documents relating to safeguarding, 
attendance and behaviour.  

◼ We looked at the safeguarding checks and records. We met with the designated 
safeguarding lead. We spoke with staff about how they keep pupils safe and 
asked the pupils how they are taught to keep themselves safe. 

◼ We spoke to parents at the beginning and end of the school day. We considered 
the views of pupils, parents and staff through online surveys. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Andrew Hook, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Simon Knowles Ofsted Inspector 

Brian Simber Ofsted Inspector 

Lando Du Plooy Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
 

© Crown copyright 2019 
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