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Issue 2 Success, no matter what! 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Welcome to our final newsletter of 2019. As always it’s been an extremely busy term with all things Christmas bringing 

the term to a conclusion. I would like to express our gratitude for your support in terms of attending, or allowing your 

child(ren) to attend, the plethora of events that take place here at Daubeney at this time of year. 

In our usual fashion our newsletter will provide you with a snapshot of some of what has been happening here at Dauben-

ey over the last eight weeks. Please take the time to read the articles alongside your child(ren) and encourage them to give 

you (and the whole family) a commentary of what was involved, what they enjoyed and what would have made the learn-

ing even better. 

As you are all aware we were inspected by Ofsted in the Autumn 1 half-term and we received the report after the half-term 

break. Needless to say that the outcome was one that was disappointing to us all. That said, we have been inundated with 

words and acts of support that are very much appreciated by all the members of staff. For those that attended our Ofsted 

parents meeting to find out more about how they can support the school and/or what we (SLT) are doing to address the 

areas identified by Ofsted during the inspection that ‘require improvement’, you can refer to the news and letters section of 

our website to see our action plan. 

At the time of writing we are all looking forward to enjoying the Christmas holiday and spending time with our families. 

But for those of us that find ourselves getting bored very quickly (as we are so used to working hard and always learning!) 

you may want to access our website and engage with the many learning activities that are linked to our website. Or per-

haps you may want to complete the Christmas holiday project based on ‘history’. If you plan on doing any cleaning over 

the holiday, and you find any books that have a Daubeney stamp please return them to us when we come back in the new 

year. 

That said, please keep yourselves safe during the holiday in both the real and ‘virtual’ worlds. Parents and carers if you’d 

like any support with protecting your children whilst they use IT devices please speak with a member of SLT about some 

forthcoming workshops in 2020. 

As always please visit our website for a comprehensive overview of all things Daubeney –especially our calendar! And 

please become very familiar with your child(ren)’s year group web page this will aide you tremendously. 

We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 6th January 2020 and letting everybody know that at Daubeney we are the 

….BEST! Have a great Christmas all. 

 

Mr Logan 

Head of  School 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR


Cross Curricular  
Our young scientistswere very busy designing and are creating 
their own seismographs. They used the same principles that is 

used by professional seismologists when using a seismograph, and 
made their own. They even got to test the seismograph by creating 

a mini earthquake in class. The results were amazing!! 

 

Guided Reading  

The children in Year 4 explored many different non-fiction texts. 
During our guided reading session, each group read a selection of 

non-fiction books and recorded key facts and information they 
learnt. 

Literacy  
 

The children in Year 4 were writing their final diary entry as the 

Mouse from our story, 'The Lion and The Mouse'. We used many 

writing features and skills to create some wonderful diary entries. 

We included, adverbials of time, powerful adjectives, onomato-

poeia, similes and varied sentence starters. 

In Year 4 we are so lucky to have a 
dedicated team of City Year members, 
who just love working alongside the 
children, developing their learning. 
From left to right we have:  
Mr Krystian in 4K, who studied psy-
chology and enjoys basketball, sport-
ing activities and Fifa on PS4 
Miss Maryam in 4DM, who studied 
psychology and enjoys reading and 
swimming.  
Miss Katie in 4M who studied criminol-

ogy and enjoys swimming and spend-

ing time with family.  



This half term we learnt about  

the sense of sight  

the sense of hearing 

we have learnt to count a group of objects and match the       

correct numeral 

we also learnt about shapes 

Year 3 had fun eating their Christmas lunch wearing their Christmas 

jumpers. They sang along to Christmas songs. They made decorations 

to decorate the classroom and get them in the festive mood ready 

for lunch. The children made Christmas cards for their families.         

After lunch they were playing in the playground with their friends 

showing off their Christmas jumpers to each other.  



This half term in Year 5, we have been preparing for our               

pantomime performance of Peter Pan. We have learned many 

catchy songs and practised our lines.  

We have had a lot of help from parents such as with costumes 

(thanks Ariella’s mum!), props and of course helping the               

children remembering  their lines and songs.  

Blue class have been busy with Christmas recently! They have been using their 

phonics to write a Christmas present list and write in Christmas cards that 

they have been creating for their family. They have been using their fine           

motor skills to cut around decorations. They have been using paint to colour in 

some Christmas trees. Blue class have spent lots of time practising for the 

Christmas performance which took place on the 12/12/19, please watch the 

video if you haven't already. They have also been very happy to receive an early 

Christmas present from one of Santa's Elfs because they have been really 

good this year!  



Year 6 were lucky enough to have a visit from Bola Abigosun where he ex-

plained to the children what a surveyor does. The children were inspired to 

hear about someone from Kingsmead Estate who went onto finish university 

with a first class honours degree and receive an award from Prince Charles. 

The students were left with a final message, a hashtag that read 

#IAmEnoughAndIAmBornToWin 



In Yellow class the children enjoyed coming in to school with their Christ-

mas jumpers. They had lots of fun playing outside. Lily said "Today is the 

best day ever!" Have a look at some of our pictures.   

A huge thank you and well done to the Daubeney community for raising 

£2200.01 in support of St Joseph’s Hospice. Both Emma and Liz from St Jo-

seph’s visited Daubeney to thank everyone and to raise pupils’ awareness of the 

wonderful work of the hospice.  

 



 

Literacy – Christmas Acrostic Poems 

 
We have been learning about acrostic poems and since it’s almost Christmas, we wrote about all things Christ-
massy! We learnt that the title of the poem goes down the side of the page and each line begins with one of the 

letters of the title. We’ll be having a poetry slam to  perform our poems before we break up for Christmas! 

Church Visit - Nativity 

 

We visited St. Barnabas Church in Homerton.  Reverend Clive told us about differ-
ent parts of the church and what they meant. We discussed why Christians cele-
brate Christmas and then we acted out the Christmas story.  

 



  

"In 1S, we have been very busy with all things Christmas and have absolutely 

loved reading the story of the Jolly Christmas Postman! During Art, we 

sketched one of our favourite pages from the book - 1S were wonderful at 

drawing - they concentrated super hard on their sketches! We spoke about  ob-

jects in the foreground and their relatives sizes, 1S were extremely proud of 

their completed artwork! Please visit the Daubeney website to watch a video of 

these super sketchers in action!"  

In Maths, Year 1 have been learning about lots of 
new ideas such as money, measuring in centimetres, 
halving shapes and quartering shapes. We have also 
been doing lots of addition over a range of topics 
e.g. adding coins together, adding measurements 

together. We have lots of fun using a range of con-
crete materials to help us learn. 







 

Greening Daubeney Update 
 

This term has seen a lot of ‘greening’ activity taking place at Daubeney 
– and our commitment continues – with a number of new events lined 

up for the Spring: 
 

Commitment to safe and healthy travel to school: 
 

Last year Miss Cherid and Miss Shelina worked hard with the Junior 
Road Safety Team and Eco Team to complete all the walking and cy-
cling activities needed for the school to be eligible for a ‘Gold STARS’ 

award from Transport for London 
This term we wanted everyone to experience what a car-free street out-

side the school could look like – so on the last Friday before the half 
term break we closed Daubeney Road to traffic to allow children to 

play and parents to talk – safe from the dangers of traffic and air pol-
lution. It was a huge success and we are planning another event in 

Spring 2020. We have also received the brilliant news that Daubeney 
will be part of the School Streets Scheme from September 2020.  

 
Environmental Sustainability as a school priority: 

Environmental sustainability has now been included as a school priority 
and we are looking at how more sustainable activities can be includ-

ed in the curriculum 
Many Daubeney pupils have already shown their commitment to pro-

tecting the natural world by participating in monthly ‘School Strikes 
for Climate Change’ and we are inviting parents and children to 
learn more about the benefits of access to nature at our Green-
Themed ‘It Takes a Village’ event which will take place in 

Spring 2020 (date tbc) – please come along! 
 
 

Hop Garden Refurbishment: 
We’ve been fundraising to be able to refurbish the 

Hop Garden into a green outdoor classroom 
and have now raised nearly £5000! This was 

matched by a donation of £1000 from the 
Mayor of London. Mr Logan and Daubeney par-

ents went to City Hall in July to collect the 
award and were told that the Daubeney Hop 
Garden project had been funded because: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

‘it will directly impact local children, providing them with         im-
portant access to an outdoor space and equipping them with skills 

and knowledge about the natural environment’  
Designs for the new Hop Garden were developed with children 

and teachers and on Saturday 2
nd

 November a team of par-
ents, local volunteers and teachers (and quite a few pupils!) 
completed the first phase of the Hop Garden transformation. 

Despite the high winds and rain around 50 people turned out to 
dig new plant beds, build a shelter for the gardening club, as-

semble easel benches for outdoor classes and plant some 
trees. The next build and plant phase will take place in Spring 

2020 (date tbc) - please join us!  
 

To help us fund the next phase of the Hop Garden refurbishment 
Co-op members can now choose Daubeney Hop Garden 
as their local cause. Please become a member and ask 

your friends and family to join and select Daubeney Hop Gar-
den. 1% of what you spend on selected Co-op branded prod-

ucts will go towards the Hop Garden. https://
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/33579  

 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/33579
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/33579

