
 
           

         
 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the half-term. I would like to begin by firstly commending Mr O’Flynn, primarily, alongside 

Ms Chowdhry and two of our most prominent ‘Friends of Daubeney’, Mrs Stewart and Mrs Veitch for supporting the choir at 

the funeral service of our beloved colleague Mr Reece. The choir performed exceptionally well and represented Daubeney 

angelically in front of over 1500 mourners at St Marks Church. Secondly, I must commend all those who were able to stand in 

honour as the horse drawn cortege stopped outside the school whilst Mrs Darcheville took the time to speak with both           

children and adults from the Daubeney community – truly a touching moment that will live long in the heart of all those that 

were present.   

It is at times like these that many draw upon their faith, and you will see in this edition of our newsletter how our year 4 and 

5 children spent a whole day learning about various aspects of two of the world’s major religions.  

Year 3 went a step further and invited in a master chocolatier, many do find chocolate a source of comfort! I think you will be 

surprised to read what the year 3s will be making with chocolate and maybe not so surprised as to who will be the master 

chocolate taster! 

Would you be surprised if I told you that our year 1s held a debate about zoos? I wouldn’t, because I know how great our   

children are. Please ask your child to share their views with you on zoos. Should they exist - why or why not? 

Talking of debates, our school councillors have now been elected. Impressively, they have wasted no time in executing their 

duties. They have already presented a proposed fund raising activity to Mrs Thomas and me for our charity of the year (to be 

announced in our next newsletter). Please watch this space, and our school gates, for more information on the up-coming 

‘Great Daubeney Cake Off’, as organised by our 2017-2018 School Council. It is a privilege to see our students taking on roles 

such as school councillors, playground friends, peer mediators, choir members, band members and prefects to develop their 

repertoire of life skills and to mature into well rounded individuals.  

Another big event planned for this half-term will be our Winter Fair, led this year by our ‘Friends of Daubeney’ (FoD). Please 

see the link below to see how you can become involved with FoD or how you can help raise funds for the school whenever you 

go shopping. You can also speak to members of FoD in person every Friday after school at their stall situated by the main  

entrance (https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/parents/friends-of-daubeney). 

Whilst on the website please do also visit the calendar and diarise any Christmas performances you may wish to attend. And, 

now that I’m talking about Christmas, for those of you planning to buy the latest gadgets and devices as presents for your 

child(ren) please do visit the link below to learn a few ways to help keep them safe online                                                         

(https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding). As well as learning how to keep your child safe on-line please 

check out our calendar and speak to your child’s class teacher regarding the up-coming parent workshops for our KS2 parents 

this half-term. 

Finally, as always, do visit our website for a comprehensive overview of the teaching and learning at Daubeney and for all of 

the many up-coming events in what will be a very busy half-term! 

 We look forward to your continued support in making Daubeney the ... BEST! 

10th November 2017  
 
           
               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

Success, no matter what! 
 

This year we opened up the violin club to the whole school and there was an over-
whelming response. Miss Debbie was snowed under with work trying to deal with the demand 
and Mr. O Flynn was frantically trying to source new violins for all our new musicians.  The 
good news is that our violin teacher, Miss Becky, now comes in for three hours, instead of two, 
every Friday morning.  
Please remember we are giving free loans of violins to children for this year only. If you think 
your child will persevere with the instrument, then parents should avail of the chance to pur-
chase a second hand violin from the school for £40.  Please ask Mr. O Flynn directly in the 
playground, at pick up time, if you wish to purchase a violin.   
FAQ:  
Why did my child not get a lesson? 
Miss Becky only comes in for five weeks every half term. This means there will be at least one 
week where there is no lesson.  
How do I sign up for violin lessons? 
The club is now full but if we have enough parents interested we can ask Becky to stay for an 
extra hour. Leave your name with Miss Debbie at the front office if you wish to join the wait-
ing list for the club. 
Do I need to buy a violin? 
Each child is entitled to a free loan for this year. We are selling second hand violins for only 
£40.  

All pupils at Daubeney can now learn more Spanish wherever they are and whenever they want 

with Languagenut.com 

Our pupils will be able to enjoy again one of the most successful websites for children to learn         

languages. Languagenut.com is an award-winning language learning website with interactive and              

engaging activities and resources for children. 

All pupils in KS2 have been provided with a personal username and a password to access Language-

nut.com anytime and anywhere they want for FREE. All KS1 pupils can also get into Languagenut using 

the school’s general Username: KS1 and Password: badger836 

Languagenut is the perfect language tool for your children. It is fun, absolutely gripping and includes 

numerous games and other activities to extend pupils’ learning time for Spanish. It covers the 4 key 

skills of language learning: listening, speaking, reading and writing to help your children learn Spanish. 

This year, Languagenut looks even better. They have revamped their website in order to include 

many more topics, new games and songs. It now comes loaded with even more useful and inspiring re-

sources, like sentence builders. 

Pupils can choose among 4 levels of difficulty, catering for all children’s abilities and curiosity. At 

each level, they will find a large number of topics and within them different sections with activities 

to develop their speaking, writing, listening and reading skills. 

Please encourage your child(ren) to use it as much as they can and we are sure that it will help them 

to improve their Spanish and to develop a love of learning a foreign language. 

Wow! What a choco-tastic day of learning with MASTER chocolatier Derek Smith the year 3s    
enjoyed.  Where does the cocoa tree come from?  Who invented the chocolate bar?  What does a 
cocoa pod look and smell like?  These were just some of the amazing facts we explored prior to   
creating our own chocolate pizzas.  Master chocolatier Del refreshed our scientific knowledge of 
changing states by challenging us to work out how to melt the chocolate and re-solidify it.  Next 
was the competition to create the most inventive chocolate pizza design, to be judged by MASTER 
chocolate-consumer Mr Dharma.  In what was a tense and close fought affair, MASTER Dharma was 
proud to present the GOLD Wonka bars to the winning team - The Willy Wonkas.  We can't wait to 
continue our new learning journey when we focus on the geography of chocolate 
and Fair Trade. 

https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/about-us/safeguarding
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju1rWz3KzXAhXHVxQKHfKSDfYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeimages.com%2Fsearch%2Fviolin-background&psig=AOvVaw1pZPxxhVQHX63iIjbVvnnG&ust=1510152981476461


 
           
       

         
 

        

 
           
       

         
 

        The children in Year 5 had a wonderful 

RE day on, Thursday 2nd November 

2017, where they learnt all about the 

Buddhist faith and their beliefs. The 

children read stories about Buddha and 

how he found his path to become                 

enlightened. They created their own 

front page, designing the front cover 

for their learning books by listing 

words that described Buddha. We also 

looked at the five precepts and the 

eight noble truths, which are the key 

fundamental beliefs in the Buddhist 

faith.  
 

Year one were hot seating, discussing their opinions on whether or not 

animals should live in zoos! This is the discussion that came out of the 

whole school book Where’s the elephant? and the children will be using 

their ideas to write a paragraph on their opinions! 

Year 4 had a great time researching Hindu 
deities on our ipads as part of RE day. We 
also had Mr. Dharma come in and speak to 
the children, teaching them stories and 
morals that they can apply in their lives. 
They also had the chance to think about 
their identity and what they feel represents 
them. Have a look at the result!  

 
           
       

         
 

        

This is Abby Langdale and she is  
supporting in 3A. 

Describe yourself in             

five words? 
Kind, open-minded, respectful, 

positive and always keen to learn. 

What is your favourite           

inspirational quote? 
‘Alone I cannot change the world, but I can 

cast a stone across the water to create 
many ripples’ . Mother Teresa. 


