
  

22nd January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Welcome to the end of week three of our six week half-term. As has become the 

custom of recent we will provide you with an update of all things Daubeney and 

provide information that we hope you and your child(ren) will find useful. 

At the time of writing it is pleasing to say that we have not had any pod closures as 

the result of a positive COVID-19 case during weeks two and three. This is in spite of 

having approximately 20% of our pupils on site. 

For those at home and accessing our remote learning provision it would appear that 

routines have become established and teething issues and technical glitches have 

been overcome. We now have 89% of our pupils engaging with our online provision. 

We are improving our provison on a continuing basis based on feedback from all 

stakeholders but importantly from evidence based research where available. As an 

example please read the excerpt below from the Education Endowment 

Foundation’s Remote Learning: Rapid Evidence Assessment. This document can be 

read in its entirety by accessing the link at the end of the excerpt. This is in additon to 

the reference Mr Warren made to Ofsted’s comments about remote learning in his 

letter dated 21.1.21.  https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/viewer/297  

‘Key findings and implications 

1. Teaching quality is more important than how lessons are delivered 

Pupils can learn through remote teaching. 

Ensuring the elements of effective teaching are present – for example clear 

explanations, scaffolding and feedback – is more important than how or when they 

are provided. There was no clear difference between teaching in real time 

(“synchronous teaching”) and alternatives (“asynchronous teaching”). 

For example, teachers might explain a new idea live or in a pre-recorded video. But 

what matters most is whether the explanation builds clearly on pupils’ prior learning 

or how pupils’ understanding is subsequently assessed.’ 
 https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-

19_Resources/Remote_learning_evidence_review/Remote_Learning_Rapid_Evidence_Assessment.pdf  
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Moving away from the remote learning topic we would like to remind you of our 

School Library ‘Drop and Collect’ service that will commence as of Monday 25th 

January. It is imperative that our children devlop and consolidate their reading skills, 

in addition to acquiring the knowledge that reading quality texts brings. We look 

forward to seeing you at your allocated time next week. For those who did not read 

the letter providing detailed information about this please access this link - 
https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/viewer/299  

We would like to draw your attention to a survey we are undertaking with regard to 

our website. We very much desire your input so that we can improve our website to 

meet the needs and wants of our community as those needs and wants change 

over time. Please submit your views via this link - https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/about-

us/website-survey  

As Head of School it is a privilege to serve the school at this time alongside my 

colleagues, yes the challenges are many but; ‘the harder the battle the sweeter the 

victory!’ Like you, we too await the announcement from central government 

regarding the full re-opening of schools but all we have for now is that we will be 

given two weeks notice.  

In addition to the challenges that COVID-19 presents we are also working on our 

action plan to address the areas for improvement as identified in our most recent 

Ofsted report. We will write a seperate letter in due course about this process and 

the progress we have made on this journey of continuous improvement. 

Again we must express our gratitude for, and the privilege to have, the support you 

have shown the school not only through your encouraging words at the school gate, 

in passing on the street, during phone conversations, gifts of cookies(!) or via email 

but by the offers to: deliver learning packs; raise money for the school; purchase 

electronic tablets; support with the delivery of a coding club or to provide online 

yoga classes! Thank you. 

Below you will find ‘old’ and new information that you may find useful at this time: 

1.) The MHST (Mental Health Support Team) parent workshops. 

Managing Behaviours that Challenge (Parent/Carer workshop)-  

Monday 25th January, 4-5pm with Sadia & Anne Marie. 

It is very common for behaviours that challenge to present during difficult 

times of change and uncertainty, such as these.  This workshop aims to 

provide parents and carers with information, skills and strategies to help 

manage undesirable behaviours you may be facing, including positive 

parenting strategies for maintaining positive relationships and for helping 

children with their routine. Eventbrite Link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-

behaviours-that-challenge-parent-workshop-tickets-136785901313  
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2.) Virtual coffee morning with Miss Nadia our Family Support Worker (FSW)             

Monday 1st February at 11am.                                                                                            

This session will focus on gathering parent/carer views and opinions on what 

areas of support would be most beneficial, to gather ideas and to gain a 

better understanding of what parent/carers are currently experiencing. So 

please come along and take part, all you need is a comfortable chair and a 

cup of what you fancy. https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/viewer/296  

 

3.) Meet Mr Warren at our virtual coffee morning on Tuesday 2nd February at 

9:45am – please access the hyperlink for more details. 
https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/viewer/292  

 

4.) The MHST (Mental Health Support Team) parent workshops.                  

Managing Child Anxiety (Parent/Carer Workshop) –                                                          

Thursday 4th February, 4-5pm with Mahak & Temi:                                                        

Worry, uncertainty and fears may be especially present during the current                

climate, given the changes in our lives, and the health concerns that people 

are experiencing. This workshop aims to provide information about what is 

anxiety and what parents and carers can do to help their child to manage 

and reduce the impact of worry and fear in their lives. Eventbrite Link: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-child-anxiety-parent-workshop-tickets-136620394277  

 

5.) Key (critical) Worker & Vulnerable Pupil provision 

 

Here at Daubeney we have received very high levels of registration for key 

worker status, as stated earlier we currently have approximately 20% of our 

school pupils at school. This has resulted in the school opening a pod for every 

year group and will require all members of support staff and non-class based 

teachers to be in school every day to support them. Not all primary schools in 

Hackney are facing such high numbers but due to concern around staff and 

pupil safety and well-being during the school closure, Hackney Education 

have advised schools to prioritise provision for pupils by the following structure: 

 

a. Vulnerable children*  

b. Critical workers’* children in single parent/carer households  

c. Critical workers’ children where both parents/carers are key workers  

d. Critical workers’ children in two parent/carer households where one parent is 

a key worker 

https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/viewer/296
https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/viewer/292
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-child-anxiety-parent-workshop-tickets-136620394277


This might mean that we will need to offer attendance for some pupils on a part 

time basis (certain days of the week etc). We will send further information out and 

contact families directly should we need to take this action.  

Short notice closure: 

For those parents/carers whose children are currently attending school, please note 

that all year group bubbles are subject to short notice closures. These closures will 

occur if there is a positive case of Covid-19 or if we have a staff shortage. In the 

event this does happen we will contact parents directly through text and 

ParentMail. 

Learning Behaviours: 

During the enforced school closure, it is even more important that all pupils who are 

attending school follow our behaviour policy and listen to all adult instructions to 

help keep themselves and others safe. Please note that if a pupil displays behaviour 

which puts other pupils or staff at increased risk during this time the school may need 

to withdraw or reduce the time that pupils spends in school. This will always be done 

sensitively and in conjunction with the parents / carers.  

Remote Learning 

Please ensure that your child(ren) is logged on to attend their live registration every 

morning. 

Our teachers are currently creating three learning tasks daily for pupils which are all 

supported by teacher videos. The reasoning behind this is as follows: 

 

• To ensure curriculum coverage and to provide a balanced and progressive 

range of learning tasks 

• To allow pupils and families to access the provision at the time of day which 

works for them 

• To be able to watch and pause the instructional videos so that pupils get 

more than one chance to listen to the teacher input 

 

In addition, teachers are all timetabled to provide feedback and support through 

Google Classroom. This allows families and pupils to know that they can get support 

or feedback when needed by the class teacher. Teachers will also be making well-

being telephone calls throughout the week to talk with the pupils and chat through 

their experiences of remote learning. (Please note that your child’s class teacher will 

call through a withheld number) 

 



Live (interactive google meets) Sessions 

Listening to parental feedback, it is clear that the opportunity to see their peers and 

class teacher during our live registration sessions plays a very important role in 

engaging our pupils in remote learning and keeping them feeling part of our school 

community.  

Please ensure that your child(ren) attends their live (interactive google meets) 

registration session at the beginning of each day. This will take place at: 

Year Reception = 9:30am 

Year 1 = 9:20am 

Year 2 = 9:10am 

Year 3 = 9:00am 

Year 4 = 8:50am 

Year 5 = 8:40am 

Year 6 = 8:30am 

It is expected that all children will attend their live PSHE (Jigsaw) session where pupils 

interact with their peers and class teacher. Please refer to your child(ren)’s class 

timetable for exact timings. 

We will be introducing live interactive comprehension reading sessions as of 

Monday 1st February. Your child’s class teacher will provide further information via 

google classroom in due course.  

For the live (interactive google meets) sessions pupils must: 

- Be in attendance 

- Be on time for ‘live’ sessions (morning registration and PSHE) 

- Be dressed appropriately e.g. no pyjamas! 

- Be respectful and patient of their peers and teacher e.g meet our Golden 

Expectations 

 

Online safety 

As our children are spending so much more time online, as circumstances dictate, 

please access the link below to see how you can keep your children safe when they 

are on their devices. https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-

need-to-know/ 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-know/
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Free School Meals 

We will now be issuing vouchers to eligible families, as per our letter sent on 13.1.21. 

Please access the hyperlink below for further details. 
https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/viewer/293  

 

Please have a great weekend, enjoy the rest, enjoy each other and laugh heartily, 

             

Yours sincerely                                                                                

                            
 

Mr Gregory Logan                                                                                            Robin Warren                                                                                    

Head of School                                                                              Executive Head Teacher                                                                                           

Daubeney Primary 
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