
 

Hackney Schools’s Junior Road Safety Officer Program 
I hope you are all well and the start to the new term has not been too difficult. In 

recognising how busy you all are, but recognising the need for road safety education 
has grown due to a number of recent changes, I will keep this update as brief as 

possible. 
 

JRSOs, more important than ever 
This being my first year running the program, I am really keen to develop relationships 
with you all and get your teams up and running. I know many schools are focussed on 
other aspects of the children’s safety, however we want to ensure that the constant 
danger of the roads with changing layouts and guidance does not increase. Mixed with 
the fact that many schools are still limiting outside visitors and may do so far further 
as the cold and flu season begins, having an internal team supported by yourselves 
will be invaluable. 
As we will be unable to hold our group training session as usual this month, I have 
developed a short individualised session which I can go through either in person or in 
a video meeting with your teams. While this will be more time consuming for me, it will 
mean being able to offer something more personal to your school’s road safety needs 
and new developments that road filtering, school streets and traffic patterns have 
affected the children’s travel. In addition to this we will be working with 
teams to continue our promotion our other  annual campaigns in creative 
and socially distanced ways to continue the hard work of last year’s 
JRSOs. 
 
Please contact me as soon as possible to get your team up and running, 
and with regard to any other road safety assemblies and lessons you 
would like to arrange.  
We have a limited number of high viz winter jackets for use by the JRSOs 
during their activities which will be allocated to teams on a first come first 
served basis. 
 
Be bright stay in sight -“Brighten Hackney” competition 
As you will know, the autumn term and the onset of the darker months, is the busiest 
season for road safety events. International walk to school month is this October, 
and will be focussed on more than ever as we were unable to promote May’s walk to 
school activities as we would normally. November 16th to 20th is this year’s Road 
safety week and while the theme this year is speeding by drivers, it is an opportunity 
to focus on any road safety subjects that are important to your community. Hackney is 
also partnering with the London road Safety Council to promote it’s “heads up” 
campaign encouraging all road users to take their focus off mobile phones, and onto 
the roads. 
As part of our annual “Be bright, stay in sight” campaign, we will be running an art 
competition encouraging children to choose a Hackney landmark that needs 
brightening for the winter months. While we will not be able to actually “bling” the 
buildings, pedestrians and riders will be able to use it as an idea of how to be better 
seen this winter. More details will be sent out in a few weeks, but there will be a prize 
for the winning school as well as individual artists. 



Dr Bike - Autumn cycle maintenance 
While unfortunately school Bikability training is currently suspended, we hope to hear 
about changes to funding later in the term. As during last year, once reinstated, cycle 
training will only be offered to schools engaged with road safety programs and 
in particular the JRSOs.  
While we are waiting to hear about this funding, we are able to support the provision 
by “Cycle Folk” of four cycle maintenance (Dr Bike) sessions which are being offered 
across the borough to cyclists of all ages prior to half term as below between 15.30 
and 19.00. 
Monday Oct 19th - Clissold Road, N16 9EX (next to Clissold Leisure Centre) 
Tuesday Oct 20th -  Goldsmiths Row, E2 8QA (next to Santander bike hire stands) 
Wednesday Oct 21st - Morning Lane E9 6LH (underpass next to Nike Factory Store). 
Thursday Oct 22nd - St John's Hoxton Church, Pitifield Street, N1 6NP (next to 
Santander bike hire stands). 
We are also able to continue offering across the borough family cycling sessions 
which your children can join along with their significant adults, and adult training 
which school staff can access regardless of their home borough on an individual or 
small group basis. All training is of course undertaken within strict Covid guidance 
circumstances, and can be arranged at a time and location within the borough 
convenient to the trainee(s). 
 
 
 


