
  

18th September 2020 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

I would like to start this week’s parents’ communication letter by welcoming our new 

Reception cohort who started ‘big school’ this week.  Interestingly, there were less 

tears than usual on the first day.  Hopefully, the opportunity to attend an open day 

last week supported that smooth transition into school routines this week, for both 

parents and pupils! Welcome to the Daubeney family.  Please access the link below 

to browse the parents’ section of our website for information you may find useful if 

you are new to Daubeney.  https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/parents   

If you are not already a member of our Parents’, Children’s and Teachers’ 

Association (PCTA) and would like to support your child(ren)’s school, access the link 

below for more information on the variety of ways you can do this. 

https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/parents/friends-of-daubeney  

We would also like to formally welcome to the Daubeney family our 2020-2021 City 

Year cohort of volunteers.  They will be primarily supporting our pupils in years 2 & 3, if 

your child(ren) is in one of these year groups they may have already made mention 

of them at home.  To learn more about our City Year volunteers access the link 

below.                                                                        

https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/about-us/city-year  

This formal welcome extends to the new teachers joining us this year, namely Miss 

Payne (Red Class); Miss Smith (3S) and Mr Shikdar (4S). It was noteworthy that the 

number of parents attending our virtual ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions were slightly 

higher in the classes with teachers that are new to Daubeney.  We hope our start of 

year ‘Meet the Teacher’ session, albeit in virtual form this year, afforded you the 

opportunity to become familiar with your child’s class teacher as well as the routines 

and expectations of your child’s new class. 

Since our return there has been a key focus on the wellbeing of our students in our 

SEAL lessons which have been held every afternoon for these first two weeks of the 

half-term. This forms part of our ‘Recovery Curriculum’ and we will continue to deliver 

these lessons weekly for the remainder of the academic year as per usual.  As of 

next week (w/c 21.9.20), we will return to a ‘traditional’ timetable of lessons as we 

embark on a learning journey with our pupils that entails ‘covering a lot of ground’ 
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and having to make up for ‘lost time’. This will entail even closer collaboration 

between school and home than usual, and our weekly communication letter is just 

one example of ‘closer collaboration’ on our part.  In subsequent letters you will hear 

of ways we seek your collaboration regarding your child(ren)’s learning, but for now 

we simply ask you to read with your child(ren) or ensure your child(ren) reads daily. 

Having now completed two weeks of the new academic year with the new 

procedures and protocols becoming established.  We would like to echo last week’s 

expression of gratitude to those of you who have demonstrated your support and 

understanding of our current predicament via your patience and punctuality at the 

start and end of the school day. We again ask for your continued collaboration to 

embed these new routines as your cooperation not only supports our efforts to 

maintain a COVID-19 secure environment, but enables your child to enter and exit 

the school as quickly and as safely as possible. 

As mentioned last week there are many challenges afoot and we have shared with 

you via our procedural letter and risk assessment (see links 2 & 3 below) how we 

intend to mitigate or overcome these challenges.  However, new challenges will 

continue to arise to which as a school we do not always have the answer, as they 

pertain to factors beyond our control. Link 1 below will give you access to local 

advice for parents about COVID-19 testing and much more. 

1.) https://education.hackney.gov.uk/content/coronavirus-advice  

2.) https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/files/news/262/re-opening-whole-school-

provision-september-2020.pdf  

3.) https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/files/news/263/daubeney-risk-

assessment-covid-19-autumn-2020-2021.pdf 

Below you will find some information to assist you at this time:   

• Please provide your child with a water bottle. 

• Arrivals and dismissals to our site for each year group are now staggered to 

limit the contact between pupils. Please continue to be punctual and patient, and 

to maintain your social distance whilst waiting.  

• Wrap around care will begin on 28th September. Communication will be sent 

to parents today (18.9.20) regarding your Breakfast Club or Extended Day 

applications. After school clubs will not be offered until further notice.   

• We remind you that Hackney Council are operating a restricted ‘Pedestrian 

and Cycles Only’ Schools Street Zone in the roads surrounding the school between 

8:30-9:30am and 3:00-4:00pm – see link below for more information 

https://www.daubeney.hackney.sch.uk/files/news/264/school-street-daubeney-

road-durrington-road-meeson-street.pdf 
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• If your child’s medical needs have changed, they need updating on our 

system, please contact the school as a matter of urgency on 0208 985 4380 or 

admin@daubeney.hackney.sch.uk.  

•         If you are contacted by the school regarding your child displaying COVID-19 

symptoms please note that all siblings will have to self-isolate as an infection control 

measure to, “minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that 

those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their 

household who does, do not attend school.” 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-

advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks  

Symptoms are defined as:  

-  a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you 

do not need to measure your temperature) 

- a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse 

than usual) 

- a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 

cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Access the link below for more information regarding symtoms. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  

•         The school office will remain inaccessible until further notice. Parents will only 

be allowed access onto the school site via prearranged meetings. Please contact 

the office on 0208 985 4380 or by email at admin@daubeney.hackney.sch.uk for all 

enquiries.  

We recognise that our new procedures may present challenges for you initially, and 

we ask for your continued patience and flexibility. We will continue to review our 

procedures and will adapt them if needed. To facilitate this, we welcome your 

constructive feedback on our re-opening at admin@daubeney.hackney.sch.uk.  

Do have a wonderful weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Gregory Logan 

Head of School 

Daubeney Primary 
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