
 

 

 

26thJune 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

YEAR 6 Graduation Ceremony 

 

It brings us enormous pleasure to be able to announce that we are indeed moving forward 

with a Year 6 graduation for the academic year 2019/20. We have put every effort into 

ensuring that we can give our children the send-off they thoroughly deserve. This graduation 

will also give your child the opportunity to say farewell to their teachers and classmates, in 

person, before the end of the academic year. It also delights us to be able to confirm that the 

children will still be receiving their Leavers’ Yearbook and their traditional leavers’ t-shirt, which 

will have the year of their graduation and all the children’s names emblazoned on the back.  

 

With all of the above said, this year’s graduation will look slightly different to previous years’ 

graduation ceremonies. Please read this letter in full, as well as the Graduation Day program, 

so you are familiar with the procedures on the day.  

 

The Graduation Ceremony will take place on Tuesday 14th July at 10.00am in the Main School 

Playground and will conclude at approximately 11:00am.  

 

• Attendees – year 6 students attending the graduation ceremony will be expected to 

wear full school uniform. If there is an issue with uniform please email your concerns to 

admin@daubeney.hackney.sch.uk for the attention of Mr Logan. In addition, this year 

each child will be limited to being accompanied by one adult. This differs to previous 

years where we have always tried to cater for as many attendees that wish to attend. 

As you can imagine, in order to limit crowding and in order to maintain a social 

distance, we have made the difficult decision this year to allow only one adult 

attendee per child. Both the child and their accompanying adult should aim to arrive 

together at 9:30 am. Rest assured, the graduation ceremony will be filmed and 

uploaded to the Daubeney website. Therefore, those that are unable to attend will still 

be able to enjoy and celebrate the children graduating. 

• Arrival - Please arrive at school for 9:30am and be seated by 9.55am in the playground. 

In order to maintain a social distance and ensure the safety of everyone in 

attendance, we will be operating a queue system on Daubeney Road whereby we will 

let people onto the premises in an orderly and socially distanced fashion.  

• Seating – a member of staff will be there to guide you with where to sit as each child 

and adult will have allocated seats. This also differs to other years, where we would 

have children sat in the front and adults sat in the back. This year, each child will be sat 

next to their accompanying adult. You should remain seated before and during the 

graduation ceremony unless instructed to stand. Underneath your seat there will be a 

bound pack containing a leavers’ t-shirt and a yearbook. Please ensure this remains 

bound until you are at home.  

• The ceremony – Once everyone is seated and ready, we will begin the ceremony. 

Much of this will be similar to previous years, however, we will provide a brief run 
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through of what you can expect (please see the Graduation Day program for full 

details of the ceremony): 

o Speeches from the Executive Head, Head of School and Class Teachers 

o Roll call for each class 

o Student speeches 

o Achiever of the Year awards 

o Reece Darcheville Award for Outstanding Sporting Achievement 

o Closing words from Head of School 

• Signing shirts – We know this is something that the children look forward to and many 

have expressed a desire to have their shirts signed. Given the circumstances, and with 

the safety of all in attendance being at the forefront of our minds, it is with regret, that 

this year we are unable to facilitate this particular tradition. We know that this may be 

upsetting for some children, however, we hope the year books, leavers’ t-shirts and 

graduation ceremony go some way to making up for the omission of this tradition.  

• After the ceremony – Once the ceremony is over, we will give you instructions 

regarding how you can leave the school. This will be done row by row – please remain 

seated until your row is asked to stand and leave. When you leave, make sure you do 

so in an orderly fashion, ensuring to maintain a social distance from those around you. 

Again, this is normally the time for everyone to gather and take group photos, but 

given the exceptional circumstances we find ourselves in, it is not something we can 

safely facilitate. To reiterate, the ceremony will be filmed, and we will have someone 

taking photos on the day which we will make available on the website in the days 

following the graduation ceremony.  

• Leavers’ Disco – Many of the children have asked whether there will be a leavers’ 

disco this year. As you can imagine, it would not be possible, or responsible, to host a 

disco where social distancing measures would be impossible to maintain. Therefore, we 

have made the difficult decision to not host a leavers’ disco for this academic year. 

We apologise as we know this is something all of the children look forward to. 

 

There is a Google Form available on the Daubeney website which you must complete if your 

child will be attending the graduation. This will also be sent to you via text message.  You can 

also access the form using the following link: 

https://forms.gle/ZfeKhNkSkv7osMvD9 

 

We very much look forward to seeing you and your child at this year’s graduation ceremony. 

May I also take this opportunity to wish your child the very best for secondary school and 

beyond. It has been a pleasure having them in Daubeney. Thank you also for all your support 

throughout the year.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mrs. J Thomas 

Executive Head Teacher 
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